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The first truly Trump-era movie: ‘Spider-Man’
here are Marvel historians
who can recite from Spider-Man comic books dating back to 1962. They revel in
the animated TV episodes, the
rivalries of the various villains
and the ranking of Spider-Man
relative to the other stars of the
Marvel Cinematic Universe.
There are fans who sleep on
Spidey sheets, collect action figures entombed in never-to-beopened plastic boxes and dress
as acne-prone arachnids on Halloween.
And there are the uncommitted movie folks who simply want
to soak in a spectacle.
“Spider-Man: Homecoming”
will delight all three.
The movie opens with an orchestral version of the theme
song from the ’70s Spider-Man
Saturday morning cartoon series,
playing over the initial credits.
(You may be surprised when
the words to this long-buried
tune resurface and dance persistently back into your consciousness.)
Peter Parker (Tom Holland)
lives in the working-class borough of Queens, N.Y., with his attractive Aunt May (Marisa
Tomei). He’s a 10th grader at the
Midtown School of Science and
Technology.
As in the comic books, his best
friend is Ned (Jacob Batalon), he
is bullied by a rich kid called
Flash (Tony Revolori, “The
Grand Budapest Hotel”) and he
is regularly leveled by sarcastic,
smart girl Michelle (Zendaya).
They’re all stars of the school’s
Academic Decathlon team, and
Peter has a big crush on its captain, a senior named Liz (Laura
Harrier).
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